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Lay	past	tense	and	past	participle

How	do	you	use	lay	and	lie	correctly?	First,	you	must	know	the	definition	of	each	verb.	Lay	means	to	put	something	(or	someone)	down.	Because	lay	is	a	transitive	verb,	a	direct	object	will	follow.	A	direct	object	receives	the	action	of	the	verb.	Read	this	example:	Before	returning	to	the	Godzilla	marathon	on	late	night	TV,	Quentin	laid	his	sleeping	son
Jeremy	on	the	bed	and	covered	him	with	a	quilt.	Quentin	laid	whom	on	the	bed?	Jeremy.	Lie,	on	the	other	hand,	means	to	rest	or	recline.	Lie	is	an	intransitive	verb,	so	no	direct	object	will	follow.	The	center	of	Diane's	bed	always	smells	like	dog	because	Reliable,	her	beagle,	lies	there	every	chance	he	gets.	What	is	Reliable	doing	in	the	middle	of	the
bed?	Resting.	Once	you	determine	which	meaning	you	need,	choose	the	correct	form	from	the	table	below:	Infinitive	Definition	Simple	Present	Simple	Past	Past	Participle	Present	Participle	to	lay	to	put	something	down	lay(s)	laid	laid	laying	to	lie	to	rest	or	recline	lie(s)	lay	lain	lying	Important	note:	The	simple	present	form	of	lay	is	the	same	word	as
the	simple	past	form	of	lie.	This	shared	form	accounts	for	much	of	the	confusion	with	these	two	verbs.	To	choose	the	correct	form,	you	must	understand	the	uses	of	the	simple	present,	simple	past,	and	past	participle	forms.	Use	the	simple	present	forms	when	you	mean	action	which	happens	consistently	or	action	which	is	happening	right	now.	Jack
always	lays	the	cordless	telephone	where	no	one	can	find	it;	we	need	the	rings	of	an	incoming	call	to	betray	its	location.	Lays	=	simple	present	tense	of	lay,	to	put	something	down.	Although	the	crowd	shouts	for	him	to	rise,	Charles	lies	in	the	middle	of	the	boxing	ring,	felled	by	a	powerful	uppercut	delivered	by	Antonio,	his	opponent.	Lies	=	simple
present	tense	of	lie,	to	rest	or	recline.	Use	the	simple	past	forms	when	you	mean	action	completed	in	the	past.	Rachel	laid	her	month-late	essay	in	Professor	Cohen's	mailbox,	hoping	that	he	would	still	accept	the	work.	Laid	=	simple	past	tense	of	lay,	to	put	something	down.	Gently	rocked	by	ocean	waves,	Robbie	lay	on	the	raft,	unconcerned	about	the
distance	to	shore	or	fish	nibbling	the	fingers	he	dangled	in	the	water.	Lay	=	simple	past	tense	of	lie,	to	rest	or	recline.	Use	the	past	participle	forms	whenever	you	have	one	or	more	auxiliary	verbs	forming	the	tense.	Rinalda	had	just	laid	the	last	piece	of	chicken	on	the	grill	when	a	bolt	of	lightning	and	clap	of	thunder	signaled	the	early	end	of	the
family	picnic.	Had	=	auxiliary	verb;	laid	=	past	participle	of	lay,	to	put	something	down.	Jasper	should	not	have	laid	his	new	black	sweater	on	the	bed,	for	Josie,	his	beagle,	found	it	the	perfect	place	to	nap.	Should,	have	=	auxiliary	verbs;	laid	=	past	participle	of	lay,	to	put	something	down.	Squeeze,	a	seven-foot	python,	has	lain	all	day	in	a	corner	of	his
aquarium,	his	inquisitive	tongue	the	only	indication	of	life.	Has	=	auxiliary	verb;	lain	=	past	participle	of	lie,	to	rest	or	recline.	Lorenzo	would	have	lain	on	the	sofa	all	day	if	the	cushions	did	not	stink	of	dog.	Would,	have	=	auxiliary	verbs;	lain	=	past	participle	of	lie,	to	rest	or	recline.	Consider	these	additional	examples	for	lay:	Every	afternoon,	Robin
lays	her	keys	on	the	counter,	and	then	Buster,	her	cat,	bats	them	to	the	floor.	Robin	puts	her	keys	on	the	counter.	Zaw	laid	his	head	in	his	hands	and	sobbed.	He	had	a	79.4	average	in	his	English	class,	and	the	evil	Professor	Varner	would	not	bump	his	grade	to	a	B.	Zaw	put	his	head	in	his	hands.	If	Latorrance	had	not	laid	his	essay	on	the	cafeteria
table,	ketchup	stains	would	not	now	decorate	four	of	the	pages.	Latorrance	put	his	essay	on	the	table.	Here	are	more	examples	for	lie:	After	a	hard	day	of	chewing	pig	ears	and	scratching	fleas,	my	dog	Floyd	lies	on	the	kitchen	floor	and	takes	a	well-deserved	nap.	Floyd	rests	on	the	kitchen	floor.	Shimmering	with	all	the	colors	of	the	spectrum,	a	thick,
greasy	film	lay	on	the	surface	of	the	squid	eyeball	stew.	The	thick,	greasy	film	rested	on	the	surface	of	the	stew.	The	bill	for	the	expensive	meal	has	lain	on	the	table	so	long	that	Melissa	wonders	if	her	boyfriend	Kris	has	forgotten	that	it	is	his	turn	to	pay.	The	bill	rests	on	the	table.	Descargа	nuestra	app	gratis	Traducción	Traducir	en	contexto
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have	been	lying	they	will	have	been	lying	Utilizamos	cookies	propias	y	de	terceros	para	mejorar	nuestros	servicios	y	mostrarle	la	publicidad	relacionada	con	sus	preferencias	mediante	el	análisis	de	sus	hábitos	de	navegación.	Si	continúa	navegando,	consideramos	que	acepta	su	uso.	Puede	obtener	más	información	'aquí'.	La	principal	diferencia	entre
“lay”	y	“lie”	es	que	“lay”	es	un	verbo	transitivo,	mientras	que	“lie”	es	un	verbo	intransitivo.	La	palabra	“lie”	también	significa	“mentir”	pero	en	lo	que	veremos	a	continuación	significa	“acostarse”.	Un	verbo	transitivo	es	aquel	que	toma	un	objeto	directo.	En	otras	palabras,	hay	algo	a	lo	que	la	acción	del	verbo	está	haciendo:	Por	ejemplo:	Please	lay	the
book	on	the	table	Carlos	lay	on	the	beach	La	razón	por	la	que	un	verbo	que	puede	tomar	a	un	objeto	directo	es	llamado	transitivo	es	porque	la	acción	del	verbo	se	mueve,	es	decir	se	mueve	del	actor	a	la	cosa	sobre	la	que	actúa.	La	acción	se	transfiere.	El	verbo	“lie”	es	un	verbo	intransitivo,	así	que	no	puede	tomar	directamente	un	verbo.	La	razón	por
las	que	estos	verbos	causan	problemas	a	muchos	es	porque	el	tiempo	pretérito	del	verbo	“lie”	es	idéntico	en	apariencia	al	tiempo	pretérito	del	verbo	“lay”.	Cada	verbo	tiene	3	formas	principales.	Estas	son	las	formas	del	verbo	en	infinitivo,	pretérito	y	pasado	participio.	Puedes	encontrar	las	partes	del	verbo.	Estas	son	las	partes	principales	de	los	dos
verbos	“lie”	y	“lay”	Verb			Infinitive		Past	Tense		Past	Participle	lie												lie																			lay									lain	lay												lay																		laid								laid		Obviamente	habrá	algo	de	confusión	en	frases	correctas	como	“I	lay	in	bed	all	day”	para	describir	lo	que	hizo	el	día	pasado	o	la	semana	pasada,	pero	será	incorrecto	decir	“I	will	lay	here	all	day”	o	“why	don’t	you
lay	here	with	me”	Aquí	hay	dos	tips	para	recordar	mejor	el	uso	correcto	de	estos	verbos.	El	verbo	que	significa	“to	recline”	es	“to	lie”,	no	“to	lay”.	Así	que	si	estamos	hablando	del	acto	de	recargarse,	debemos	usar	“to	lie”no	“to	lay”	Por	ejemplo:	I’m	very	tired,	I	will	lie	down	and	sleep	The	cat	has	lain	in	the	mud	for	hours	The	maids	lay	the	table	for
dinner	at	3	o'clock	Sudan	urges	rebels	to	lay	down	arms	El	verbo	“lay”	siempre	tendrá	un	objeto	directo,	para	usar	“lay”	correctamente	en	una	frase,	algo	o	alguien	debse	de	ser	“puesto”	Por	ejemplo:	I	laid	my	papers	on	the	desk	yesterday	I	have	laid	the	report	on	your	desk	En	resumen:	To	lay	=	“poner”.	En	ingles	seria	“to	put”	o	“to	place”		y
siempre	debe	tener	un	objeto	directo.	To	lie	=	“recostar”.	En	ingles	seria	“to	recline”	y	no	puede	tener	un	objeto	directo.	Ir	a	Ejercicios	Various	Skills	of	the	English	language	English	Listening	English	Speaking	English	Reading	English	Writing	Components	of	the	English	language	English	Grammar	Cite	Verb	Meaning	Present	tense	Past	tense	Past
participle	Present	participle	to	lay	to	put	something	down	lay	laid	laid	laying	to	lie	to	rest	or	recline	lie	lay	lain	lying	.com/homework/lay-vs-lie-activity.html	Marital	Status	of	the	Population	by	Sex,	1900-2010	Something	went	wrong.	Wait	a	moment	and	try	again.	Something	went	wrong.	Wait	a	moment	and	try	again.	regular	model:	work	verbs	ending
in	-e:	like	pay	-	model	verbChange	-ay	to	-aid	form	the	preterit	and	the	past	participle.Verbs	that	followthis	model:	Firefox	and	Chrome	users:	install	a	shortcut	(Firefox	or	Chrome)	then	type	"conj	lay"	in	your	address	bar	for	the	fastest	conjugations.		'lay'	is	also	a	conjugated	form	of	the	verb	'lie'.	lay	It	is	conjugated	like:	pay	presentAlso	known
as:present	simple	or	simple	presentIlayyoulayhe,	she,	itlayswelayyoulaytheylaysimple	pastAlso	known	as:past	simple	or	preteritIlaidyoulaidhe,	she,	itlaidwelaidyoulaidtheylaidfutureIwill	layyouwill	layhe,	she,	itwill	laywewill	layyouwill	laytheywill	lay	present	perfectIhave	laidyouhave	laidhe,	she,	ithas	laidwehave	laidyouhave	laidtheyhave	laidpast
perfectAlso	known	as:pluperfectIhad	laidyouhad	laidhe,	she,	ithad	laidwehad	laidyouhad	laidtheyhad	laidfuture	perfectIwill	have	laidyouwill	have	laidhe,	she,	itwill	have	laidwewill	have	laidyouwill	have	laidtheywill	have	laid	present	continuousIam	layingyouare	layinghe,	she,	itis	layingweare	layingyouare	layingtheyare	layingpast	continuousIwas
layingyouwere	layinghe,	she,	itwas	layingwewere	layingyouwere	layingtheywere	layingpresent	emphaticIdo	layyoudo	layhe,	she,	itdoes	laywedo	layyoudo	laytheydo	laypast	emphaticIdid	layyoudid	layhe,	she,	itdid	laywedid	layyoudid	laytheydid	lay	present	perfectIhave	been	layingyouhave	been	layinghe,	she,	ithas	been	layingwehave	been
layingyouhave	been	layingtheyhave	been	layingpast	perfectIhad	been	layingyouhad	been	layinghe,	she,	ithad	been	layingwehad	been	layingyouhad	been	layingtheyhad	been	layingfutureIwill	be	layingyouwill	be	layinghe,	she,	itwill	be	layingwewill	be	layingyouwill	be	layingtheywill	be	layingfuture	perfectIwill	have	been	layingyouwill	have	been
layinghe,	she,	itwill	have	been	layingwewill	have	been	layingyouwill	have	been	layingtheywill	have	been	laying	presentIwould	layyouwould	layhe,	she,	itwould	laywewould	layyouwould	laytheywould	layperfectAlso	known	as:past	conditionalIwould	have	laidyouwould	have	laidhe,	she,	itwould	have	laidwewould	have	laidyouwould	have	laidtheywould
have	laidpresent	continuousIwould	be	layingyouwould	be	layinghe,	she,	itwould	be	layingwewould	be	layingyouwould	be	layingtheywould	be	layingperfect	continuousIwould	have	been	layingyouwould	have	been	layinghe,	she,	itwould	have	been	layingwewould	have	been	layingyouwould	have	been	layingtheywould	have	been	laying	present–(you)lay!–
(we)let's	lay!(you)lay!–	presentIlayyoulayhe,	she,	itlaywelayyoulaytheylaypastIlaidyoulaidhe,	she,	itlaidwelaidyoulaidtheylaidpast	perfectAlso	known	as:pluperfect	subjunctiveIhad	laidyouhad	laidhe,	she,	ithad	laidwehad	laidyouhad	laidtheyhad	laidfutureIshould	layyoushould	layhe,	she,	itshould	layweshould	layyoushould	laytheyshould	lay	*Blue	letters
in	conjugations	are	irregular	forms.	(example)	*Red	letters	in	conjugations	are	exceptions	to	the	model.	(example)	Report	a	problem.			Q:	In	the	battle	of	lay	vs.	lie,	when	do	you	use	each	and	can	you	provide	examples?	—Annemarie	V.	Don’t	forget	about	“lain,”	my	friend!	All	these	verbs	have	two	things	in	common:	They	begin	with	the	letter	“L”	and
confuse	the	bejeezus	out	of	many	people.	But	here's	a	simple	breakdown	that	will	hopefully	help	you	decipher	when	to	use	each	one	and	when	to	use	their	past-tense	equivalents	(I've	also	included	a	handy	chart	at	the	end	to	help,	but	we'll	get	to	that	later).Lay	Lay	and	lie	are	both	present-tense	verbs,	but	they	don’t	mean	quite	the	same	thing.	Lay
means	to	put	or	set	something	down,	so	if	the	subject	is	acting	on	an	object,	it’s	“lay.”	For	example,	I	lay	down	the	book.	You,	the	subject,	set	down	the	book,	the	object.(Do	you	underline	book	titles?	Underline	them?	Put	book	titles	in	quotes?)Lie	Lie,	on	the	other	hand,	is	defined	as,	“to	be,	to	stay	or	to	assume	rest	in	a	horizontal	position,”	so	the
subject	is	the	one	doing	the	lying—I	lie	down	to	sleep	or	When	I	pick	up	a	copy	of	my	favorite	magazine,	Writer’s	Digest,	I	lie	down	to	take	in	all	its	great	information—and	not	acting	on	an	object.	In	both	these	cases,	you,	the	subject,	are	setting	yourself	down.	Are	you	with	me	so	far?I	Lie	Down	vs.	Now	I	Lay	Me	Down	(to	Sleep)	To	clarify	things
further,	I'll	answer	this	question	that	you're	probably	wondering:	How	can	you	be	lying	down	in	your	examples	while	the	classic	nighttime	prayer	for	kids	clearly	begins	"Now	I	lay	me	down	to	sleep"?	You	must	be	out	of	your	mind!	It's	true,	I'm	totally	out	of	my	mind,	but	both	the	examples	I	used	and	the	kids'	prayer	are	correct—and	here's	why.	In	I
lie	down	to	sleep,	there	is	no	object	to	the	sentence,	just	subject	(I).	In	Now	I	lay	me	down	to	sleep,	there	is	a	subject	(I)	and	an	object	(me).	Even	though	the	subject	and	object	are	one	and	the	same,	the	object	is	still	present	in	the	sentence,	so	you	must	use	lay.(How	Long	Should	Novel	Chapters	Be?)Laid	vs.	Lay	vs.	Lain	In	the	past	tense,	“lay”
becomes	“laid”	(Last	week	I	laid	down	the	law	and	told	her	it	was	inappropriate	for	her	to	pick	her	nose)	and	“lie”	becomes	“lay”	(Yesterday	she	lay	down	for	a	nap	that	afternoon	and	picked	her	nose	anyway).	Yes,	“lay”	is	also	the	past	tense	of	“lie.”	And	the	confusion	doesn’t	end	there.	To	throw	you	for	another	loop,	“laid”	is	also	the	past	participle
form	of	“lay.”	So,	when	helping	verbs	are	involved,	“lay”	becomes	“laid”	and	“lie”	becomes	“lain.”	Grandma	had	laid	the	chicken	in	the	oven	earlier	this	morning.	The	chicken	had	lain	there	all	day	until	it	was	cooked	all	the	way	through	and	ready	for	us	to	eat.	Remember:	Lay	and	laid	both	mean	to	set	something	down,	while	lie,	lay	and	lain	all	mean
the	subject	is	setting	itself	down.	And	now,	I	lay	this	question	to	rest.*****Learn	about	grammar	rules	and	more	in	this	online	course:
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